St. Agnes 7th Grade Literature Curriculum 2015-2016
Research shows that the decreasing reading rates of middle school students are the antecedent to decreasing ACT scores in every subject. In addition, reading less has translated into reading less well (NEA 2007). Reading comprehension increases knowledge and confidence across all subjects (Peterson, et. al, 2000).
~

The literature program at St. Agnes strives to develop a community of avid readers and critical thinkers who have the ability to read fluently and attain strategies for understanding complex literary and informational texts. The goal of the program is to ultimately increase students’ background knowledge, vocabulary, comprehension, and confidence throughout all academic areas and throughout life.

Students will explore different elements and genres of literature, in class and at home, connecting their reading to other texts, their lives, and the world in which they live. Students will be able to identify themes, conflicts, author’s purpose, voice, fact versus opinion, cause versus effect, as well as compare, contrast, summarize, synthesize, and critique effectively. Students will use critical and inferential thinking through reading, discussing, reflecting, presenting and applying their knowledge through culminating projects.

In addition, students will learn the importance of enhancing their vocabulary. They will utilize context clues, synonyms, antonyms, analogies, prefixes, suffixes, root words, and etymologies to decipher word connotation as well as research the appropriate direct meaning. They will learn words using interactive methods that create lasting memory and be rewarded for suitably using newfound vocabulary in their writing.

Provided texts include:

· Selections from Prentice Hall Literature, Grade Seven 

· Wordly Wise 3000, Third Edition, Book 7 by Hodkinson and Adams

· The Phantom Tollbooth by Norton Juster

· A Christmas Carol by Charles Dickens

· The Cay by Theodore Taylor

· Treasure Island by Robert Louis Stevenson
· Poetry by classic American poets

· Other novels, short stories, excerpts, informational readings and orations
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